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International Society of Nephrology
I. ACTIVITIES
Gabriel Richet and the International Society of Nephrology
Gabriel Richet, the Immediate Past-President of the Inter-
national Society of Nephrology, retired from his position as
Professor of Nephrology at the Université Pierre et Marie Curie
(Paris) on September 30, 1985. Professor Richet's career has
been intimately linked with the genesis and evolution of the
ISN. It is therefore appropriate to comment on Richet and his
contributions to the ISN.
In 1960, as one of two general secretaries of the First
International Congress of Nephrology in Geneva, Switzerland,
and Evian, France, and as the Editor of its Proceedings, he
played an eminent role, together with the organizing committee
of which René Mach was the President and Jean Hamburger the
Vice President, in the definition, naming and launching of the
International Society of Nephrology. Subsequently, Professor
Richet served successively as an officer of the Society; Coun-
dilor until 1972, Vice President (1972—1978), President-Elect
(1978-1981), and President (1981—1984). His current commit-
ment as Past President will end in 1987 at the London Congress.
Gabriel Richet was born in Paris in 1916 in a family which had
already given three professors to the Faculté de Médecine, one
of whom, Charles Richet, his grandfather, was awarded the
1913 Nobel Prize in Medicine and Physiology for the discovery
of anaphylaxis. Richet obtained his M.D. degree in 1944, and
began a nephrologic career in 1951 as an assistant to Jean
Hamburger at Hôpital Necker.
During those early years, Richet's scientific interests were
directed toward studies of acute renal failure. His most impor-
tant contributions to this field included: demonstration of an
increased water production during hypercatabolic situations;
description of absent erythroid marrow cells as a causative
mechanism of anemia in acute renal failure (several years
before the description of renal erythropoietin); development of
an improved version of the Kolif-Brigham rotating artificial
kidney; recognition of the contribution of interstitial lesions to
impaired kidney function in acute renal failure; and description
of a possible pathogenetic role of intravascular coagulation in
the same disorder. In 1954 he spent two months with John P.
Merrill at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston; that
sojourn led to the beginning of a long friendship that was
expressed with eloquence and feeling in his eulogy to Merrill
[1].
In 1961, Richet left the Hôpital Necker and moved to the
Hôpital Tenon to establish a nephrology center, a venture that
appeared unrealistic to many since the hospital was in a state of
decay. By 1965, the framework for a new and productive
system had been established. Concurrently, the team that was
first associated with Gabriel Richet, limited initially to
Raymond Ardaillou and myself, matured over the years and
eventually included, among others, Nicole Ardaillou, Laurent
Baud, Michel Beauffis, Jean-Paul Fifiastre, Alain Kanfer,
Olivier Kourilsky, Henri KUntziger, Claude Leroux-Robert,
Liiane Morel-Maroger Striker, Jean-Philippe Méry, Main
Meyrier, Francoise Mignon, Francoise and Michel Pafflard,
René Podevin, Pierre Ronco, Jean-Daniel and Josée Sraër, and
Pierre Verroust. The scientffic productivity of the Tenon group
has been rich, ranging from studies of basic physiology, bio-
chemistry and immunology to clinical investigation, clinico-
pathological correlations, and immuno-pathology.
Gabriel Richet's personal and direct contributions have in-
cluded studies on calcium-dependent urinary acidification, re-
nal handling of uric acid in health and disease, tolerance to
drugs in patients with advanced renal failure, physiological
significance of distal tubular dark cells and of Tamm-Horsfall
protein, and interaction between angiotensin II and glomerular
cells. Furthermore, because of an immense natural inquisitive-
ness of mind and a vast scientific background, he stimulated,
and contributed to the performance of numerous other works in
all areas of nephrology. Many nephrologists, from France as
well as other countries, acquired part of their training at Tenon,
and many experienced nephrologists visited and participated in
the activities. Tenon became, and is, an exciting and stimulating
place.
Richet has also been particularly instrumental in disseminat-
ing nephrologic advances. In 1957, he went to Brazil and helped
in setting up one of the first hemodialysis units in South
America. As President of the International Society of Nephrol-
ogy, he promoted post-graduate courses of nephrology in
developing countries.
It is not possible to analyze in purely objective terms the
accomplishments of any individual, least of all those of Gabriel
Richet. A tribute to him, a gladdening though difficult task,
would certainly be incomplete without mentioning his pride of
bearing, a directness and outspokeness of speech—sometimes
abrupt, always candid, but never humiliating—a deep sense of
dignity without haughtiness, and a true respect for the opinions
and positions of others. Although sometimes concealed by his
own strength of purpose or passionate attitude, Richet has
conveyed an unfailing and constant generosity as physician,
researcher, teacher and friend.
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II.
Membership
Any member of a national society of nephrology is eligible for
proposal to membership in the International Society of
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Nephrology and receipt of the Society's official Journal, Kidney
international. A subscription to Kidney International (including
all Supplements) for calendar year 1985 is included in the annual
1985 dues of US $75.00. Potential members can secure appli-
cation forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. Robert
W. Schrier, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,
Department of Medicine, University of Colorado Medical Cen-
ter, 4200 East Ninth Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80262, USA.
The completed application form must be signed by two spon-
sors who are current Fellow members of the ISN and then
returned to Dr. Schrier along with a check or money order for
the first year's dues of $75.00. (Checks should be made payable
to the International Society of Nephrology. Checks from out
side the USA can be paid through any United States bank.)
Nominating Committee—i 987 Election of officers
In accord with the Constitution of the International Society of
Nephrology, President Donald W. Seldin has appointed John
H. Dirks (Canada) as Chairman of the Nominating Committee
for the 1987 election of Officers for the ISN. The other Com-
mittee members are: On Better (Israel), A. R. Clarkson (Aus-
tralia), William G. Couser (USA), Jean-Pierre Grunfeld
(France), Klaus Hierhoizer (FRG), David Kerr (England),
Francoise Mignon (France), Yoshimasa Onta (Japan), C. Craig
Tisher (USA), and Guillermo Whittembury (Venezuela).
Nominating Committee—i 990 Election of officers
As directed by the ISN Constitution, the Nominating Com-
mittee for the 1990 election of officers will be composed of 11
members of the International Society of Nephrology. President-
Elect Klaus Thurau has appointed Paul Michielsen (Belgium) as
Chairman of the 1990 Nominating Committee, and has selected
the following members: Gerhard Giebisch (USA), Richard
Glassock (USA), Cohn Johnston (Australia), Norman Jones
(UK), Francisek Kokot (Poland), Jose Carlos Pena (Mexico)
and Yawara Yoshitoshi (Japan).
The three remaining Committee members shall be elected by
the general membership of the Society by mail ballot. The
by-laws state that the geographical representation of the Nom-
mating Committee shall be as follows: 3 representatives from
Europe; 3 from the Americas; 3 from Australasia and Africa;
and 2 representatives from unrestricted locations. Thus nomi-
nations for Europe (3 members) and the Americas (3 members)
have been selected, but only two have been nominated from
Australasia and Africa. Hence, a third member must be chosen
from that region in addition to two members from elsewhere.
Members of the International Society of Nephrology will
receive a form along with notices for 1986 annual dues. This
form should be used to forward suggestions for individuals to fill
the three remaining positions, and should be returned, no later
than April 30, 1986, to:
Professor Klaus Thurau
Institute of Physiology
Pettenkoferstr. 12
D-8000 MUnchen 2
Federal Republic of Germany
Following receipt of the suggestions for membership, a slate of
nominees for the three remaining positions will then be pre-
pared and distributed to the membership for a vote by a mail
ballot in a communication that will be sent out by the Treasurer
in the second half of 1986.
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduate
courses, or workshops by the international Society of
Nephrology
The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) encourages
the organizers of scientific symposia, postgraduate courses, or
workshops to apply to the Society for sponsorship. ISN spon-
sorship will provide: (1) use of the Society's name as a sponsor
or co-sponsor; (2) announcement of the meeting in Kidney
International, contingent upon the receipt of written informa-
tion in the Editorial office at least 6 months in advance of the
meeting; (3) the possibility of partial financial support. Appli-
cations must include the following information: (1) the topic,
purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the names and
titles of the members of the scientific organizing committee; (3)
a list of all co-sponsoring institutions, if any, and sources of
financial support; (4) the total revenue and expense budget for
the proposed meeting, by major category; (5) the names and
institutions of origin of all invited speakers, and their topics; (6)
a statement as to whether manuscripts will be solicited from
invited speakers, or free communications sought from others;
(7) an expression of willingness to include the following ac-
knowledgment on all publications: ". . . was held under the
auspices of the International Society of Nephrology."
These guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia to be held
in close proximity to a triennial Congress. Furthermore, the
ISN will not sponsor or co-sponsor any regularly scheduled or
routine international, national, or regional meeting, nor will it
co-sponsor postgraduate courses with other international soci-
eties or groups.
Applications for sponsorship must be submitted directly to
Dr. Donald W. Seldin, President, International Society of
Nephrology, Department of Internal Medicine, University of
Texas, Southwestern Medical School, 5323 Harry Hines Bou-
levard, Dallas, Texas 75220, USA.
Supplements to Kidney international
Limited funds are available for the partial financial support of
the direct cost of publication of the proceedings of meetings to
be published as Supplements to Kidney International. Individ-
ual awards cannot exceed US $5,000. Application must be made
to the Editor; it must include the date and place of the proposed
meeting, a list of other sponsors, a final program (including
speakers), an estimate of the number and length of manuscripts,
and an expression of willingness to participate in the editorial
process, including the submission of manuscripts to a modified
form of peer review.
ISN Archive
Dr. Carl Gottschalk has accepted the responsibility to estab-
lish an Archive of the International Society of Nephrology. The
Archive will consist of photographs, announcements, activities,
and names of Council Members and Officers of the Society.
Relevant information, documents, or photographs that are
pertinent to the development and evolution of the ISN will be
assembled in the Archive.
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Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney International
having such material are requested to forward it to Dr. Gotts-
chalk at the following address: Carl W. Gottschalk, M.D.,
Department of Medicine 226-H, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514 USA.
Meetings
The 18th Annual Meeting of the American Society of
Nephrology will be held at the New Orleans Hilton in New
Orleans, LA, USA, from December 15-48, 1985. The program
will include free communications and poster sessions, state-of-
the-art addresses, and symposia on important topics relevant to
nephrology. For further information, contact the National Of-
fice of the American Society of Nephrology, do Charles B.
Slack, Inc., 6900 Grove Road, Thorofare, New Jersey 08086,
USA. Tel: (609) 848-1000.
The First International Meeting in Pediatric Nephrology will
be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, at the Hospital de Niflos de
San Justo on December 16—19, 1985. The event is sponsored by
the Department of Nephrology of the Hospital de Niños de San
Justo. The principal speakers include: Dr. Berta Blum (Mex-
ico), Dr. Carlos Gianantonio (Argentina), Dr. Gustavo Gordillo
(Mexico), Dr. Renee Habib (France), and Dr. Margarita Vitaco
(Argentina).
The 22nd Scientific Meeting of the Australasian Society of
Nephrology will be held in Perth, Western Australia, February
12—14, 1986, at the Sheraton Hotel. The Merck, Sharp &
Dohme Visiting Lecturer will be Prof. A. W. Asscher; the
Travenol Lecturer will be Prof. Karl Nolph; and the Royal
Perth Hospital Visiting Professor will be Prof. J. Swales. Forms
for the submission of abstracts are available from the R.A.C.P.,
145 Macquarie Street, Sydney, New South Wales, 2000, and the
closing date is November 29, 1985. Travel grants are available,
and application forms and qualification information can be
obtained from the Honorary Executive Officer of the Australas-
ian Society of Nephrology. For further information, write Dr.
Geoffery Thatcher, 18 Gallop Road, Dalkeith, Western Austra-
lia 6009.
Pediatric Nephrology Seminar XIII: February 23—27, 1986.
Renal-GU Disorders: Progression, Replacement Therapy,
Growth: Jose Strauss, M.D., Chairman. Sponsored by the
Division of Pediatric Nephrology, Department of Pediatrics,
University of Miami School of Medicine, A.M.A. accredited 31
hours, F.M.A. accredited 31 hours. Information: Division of
Pediatric Nephrology, Department of Pediatrics, University of
Miami School of Medicine, P0 Box 016960, Miami, Florida
33101, USA. Telephone (305) 549.6726.
Nephrology Update '86—The University of Alabama at
Birmingham will hold a Nephrology Update at the Sandestin
Beach Resort, Florida, March 2 1—23, 1986. The course is
primarily designed for practicing nephrologists, and will pro-
vide 12 hours of Category 1 CME credit. For information, write
Dr. Max C. Reif, Course Director, Nephrology Research and
Training Center, THT 625A, University of Alabama at Birming-
ham, University Station, Birmingham, AL 35294, USA, or
telephone (205) 934-7220.
The 2nd International Ban Seminar in Nephrology on Acute
Renal Failure: Clinical and Experimental, will be held in Ban,
Italy, April 3—5, 1986. The seminar will include invited speak-
ers, free communications, and posters. Submission deadline for
posters is November 22, 1985. For information, write Prof. P.
Coratelli, Institute of Medical Nephrology, University of Bari,
Policinic, Piazza G. Cesare No. 11, 70125, Bari, Italy.
An International Symposium on Continuous Arterio- Venous
Hemofiltration will be held in Vicenza, Italy, April 10—11, 1986.
Topics include technology and technique of CAVH, cardiopul-
monary diseases, metabolism and parenteral nutrition, and the
use of CAVH in acute renal failure and intensive care. For
information, write Dr. C. Ronco, Department of Nephrology,
St. Bortolo Hospital, 36100 Vicenza, Italy.
The First Portugese Congress of Nephrology will be held in
Lisbon, Portugal, April 21—23, 1986. Topics will include CAPD,
hypertension, the kidney in chronic hepatic failure and
amyloidosis, and renal transplantation. For information, write
Prof. Martins Prata, Chairman, Department of Nephrology,
Hospital Univ. Santa Maria, Av. Prof. Egas Moniz, 1600
Lisboa, Portugal.
The 1st Verona Seminar on Nephrology will be held May 1—3,
1986, in Verona, Italy. The seminar will focus on the interrela-
tionships between the kidney and blood pressure and between
hypertension and renal disease, both with normal and impaired
renal function. The congress site will be Camera di Commerico,
corso Porta Nuova 96, 37100 Verona, Italy. For information,
write Lamberto Oldrizzi, M.D., Divisione Nefrologia, Instituti
Ospitalieri, 37126 Verona, Italy, or telephone 045/932528-
932694.
The International Symposium on Radionuclides in Nephro-
Urology will be held May 5—7, 1986, at the Hotel Beau Rivage,
Lausanne, Switzerland. Topics include radionuclides and
complementary/competitive methods in the investigation of
kidneys, urinary tracts, and relative bone disease. Deadline for
submission of abstracts is December 16, 1985. Fees are 180
Swiss francs before February 15, 1986, and 230 Swiss francs
thereafter. For information, write Dr. A. Bischof-Delaloye,
Division Autonome de Médecine Nucléaire, Centre Hospitalier
Universitaire Vaudois, CH—101 1, Lausanne, Switzerland, or
telephone 021/41 42 48. Telex, 25012 chuv ch.
An International Meeting on Diuretics will be held in
Sorrento, Italy, May 26—30, 1986. This meeting wifi present the
advances in both basic and clinical research to a multidis-
ciplinary audience. Topics will include the chemistry of new
diuretics, pharmacodynamics of new and old diuretics, diuret-
ics in experimental research, endogenous natriuretic factors,
effects of diuretics on water and electrolyte balance, metabolic
and hormonal effects of diuretics, diuretics and hypertension,
clinical uses and side effects of diuretics, and non-diuretics
drugs causing subtle urinary salt loss. For information, write
Prof. Vittorio E. Andreucci, Department of Nephrology, 2nd
Faculty of Medicine, University of Naples, via S. Pansini,
80131 Naples, Italy, or telephone (81) 466844.
The 5th World Congress of The International Society for the
Study of Hypertension in Pregnancy will be held in
Nottingham, England, July 7—10, 1986. For information, write
Prof. Malcom Symonds, The University of Nottingham, De-
partment of Ob/Gyn, University Hospital, Queen's Medical
Centre, Nottingham NG7 2UH, England.
The Second Congress of the Mediterranean Society of Ther-
apy will be in Istanbul, Turkey, July 20—25, 1986. Topics
include up-to-date reviews on basic and clinical therapy, ther-
